UNITED STATES HISTORY
SECTION I

Question 1: Document Based Question
Suggested Reading and Writing Time: 1 hour

It 1s suggested that you spend 15 minutes reading the documents and 45 minutes your response.
NOTE: You may begin writing your response before the reading period is over.

Directions: The following question is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited
for the purpose of this exercise. High scores will be earned only by essays that both cite key pieces of evidence

from the documents and draw on outside knowledge of the period.

In vour response vou should do the following:

¢ Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that establishes a line of reasoning.
¢ Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.

s Suppert an argument in response to the prompt using the seven documents

e Use at least one additional piece of specific historical evidence (beyond that found in the documents)
relevant to your argument about the prompt.

e Tor at least three documents, explain how or why the document’s point of view, purpose, context,
and/or audience is relevant to your argument.




1. To what extent did the Gilded Age represent a revolution in American soc1ety9 Be sure to Frame your
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answer within the context of social, political, and economic factors. Cau
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o Document 1
Jvaiat & pucienn) i '
“The association of poverty with progress is the great emgma %f our time . . . as long as all the accumulated

wealth which modern progress brings goes but to build g great fortunes, to increase luxury, and the make sharper
the contrast between the House of Have and the House of Want, progress is not real and cannot be
maintained.”

Henry Waﬂace, Progress and Poverty, 1879
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“My refinery has been shut down during the past three years, owing to the powerful and all-prevailing
machinations of the Standard Oil Trust, in criminal collusion and conspiracy with the railroads to destroy my
business unlawful freight rate discrimination. I have been driven from one railway line to another in the vain
endeavor to get equal and just freight rates with the Standard Oil trust, so as to be able to run my refinery at

anything remotely approaching a profit.”

Qil refiner George Rice, testimony before US Industrial Trade Commission, 1899

THE RICH AND THE POOR IN 1890

Thls tabia gi\res an mdicatwn of the. distributmn of we wealth and im:ome in 189{3 with 1989

'.ralues in parentheses.

 Estates liiy

Numberof

Documenf 4 \/’

™ o Averagﬁ wealth
annual ih'cem'e o families Apgregate wealth per family
‘Wealthy classes 125,000 $33,000,000,000 $264,000
$50,000 and-over ($456,720,000,000) ($3,653,760)
(5692 ‘Oﬁﬂ,and over) .
Weil-to-do classes 1,375,000 $23,000,000,000 $16,000
- $5,000 to $50,000 - {5318,320,000,000) ($221,440)
_{..$63'200—$632,00m ; ' Co
: :Mlddle classes ‘5,500,000 $8,200,000,000 $1,500
$500 to $5,000 {$413,488,000,000) (520,760)
.{$6 920-$69,200)
Peorer classes 5,500,000 $800,006,000 : $150
upder $5cre - [E— {$41,072,000,000) ($2,0786)
: '(ss 920) ; o

.'Baslc snurce. charies g, Spahr, An Essay on the Presenr Bistnbuimn of Wearth in the

- linited States (1896}, p. 89,
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Document 5

"y
e

“In every industry the story was endlessly the same: paupers' wages; the constant fear of dismissal; wretched
and unsanitary working conditions; ten-twelve and even fourteen-hour days (sixteen for bakers); six- and Vj
sometimes seven-day weeks; erratic pay; little or no compensation or injuries or fatalities; a constant
increase in the number of women and children employed under such conditions . . .. As for hours, of 65,627
mill and factory hands in New York, 76 percent worked 60 hours a week or more. Moreover, 12 percent of
the men, 22 percent of the women, and 34 percent of the children worked more than 10 hours daily.

Dr. Page Smith, “How the Other Side Lived” New England Journal of American History, 2010
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Document 7

“A century after the founding of the republic observers could detect a pattern in American politics. Americans
originally organized into parties based on causes, but as the causes lost their power to motivate, still the
parties remained. The struggle over the Constitution had produced America’s first party system, the
Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans; the struggle for democracy had spawned the second, the Jacksonian
Democrats. and Whigs; the sectional crisis had generated the third, the Democrats and Republicans . . . While
the pre-Civil War Republicans stressed reform issues such as anti-slavery, they also emphas1zed eco ics,
particularly federal aid to business. After the war, however, these two factions did not weld 1nt“d“§mskmgular
political entity; they each abandoned all pretense of unity, treating each other as more dangerous than the

Democrats.”

Dr. H. W. Brands, dmerican Colossus: The Triumph of Capitalism 1865-1900, 2010

., Document 8

“The people of the Umted States concluded to assume the conduct of their own busmess Just as 100 years
before they had assumed the conduct of their own government, organizing now fonmdustnal purposes on
precisely the same grounds as 1hey had organized for pofltlcal purposes . . . no business is as much the
public’s business as the industry and commerce upon which the people’s hvehhood depends to entrust it to
private persons for private profit is a folly similar in kind to that of surrendenng the functions of political

government to kings and nobles to be conducted for their persenal glorification.”

Edward Bellamy Looking Backward, 1888
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Document 9
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